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Leadgate Primary School 
Forest School Progression of skills
Forest School is underpinned by the six principles:
1. Forest School is a long-term process of regular sessions, rather than one-off or infrequent visits; the cycle of planning, observation, adaptation and review links each session. 
2. Forest School takes place in a woodland or natural environment to support the development of a life long relationship between the learner and the natural world. 
3. Forest School uses a range of learner-centred processes to create a community for being, development and learning. 
4. Forest School aims to promote the holistic development of all involved, fostering resilient, confident, independent and creative learners. 
5. Forest School offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to the environment and to themselves. 
6. Forest School is run by qualified Forest School practitioners, who continuously maintain and develop their professional practice.
The skills progression is used to guide the development of the children in their Forest School experiences. Where possible, Forest School is linked to EYFS and National Curriculum to give the children a real context of learning. Many aspects of both curriculums can be covered through Forest School experiences. 



	
	EYFS
	YR1
	YR2
	YR3
	YR4
	YR5
	YR6

	Fire


















	Children are taught how to enter the fire circle.

Emergency evacuation procedures taught. 

Using fire for cooking. 

Observe and talk about fire lighting procedures, begin to contribute by selecting fuel. 
	Safety procedures-fire safety, use of fire circle and evacuation of site. 

Contribution to fire lighting by gathering fuel. 
	Safety procedures- fire safety, use of fire circle and evacuation of site. 

Experience using flint and steel to spark a flame. 
	Safety procedures- fire safety, use of fire circle and evacuation of site. 

Light a piece of cotton wool with flint and steel. 
	Safety procedures- fire safety, use of fire circle and evacuation of site. 

Light a small fire and keep it going. 
	Safety procedures- fire safety, use of fire circle and evacuation of site. 

Light a small fire and keep it going.
	Safety procedures- fire safety, use of fire circle and evacuation of site. 

Make and tend a fire safely. Prepare and light a camp fire with support. 

	Cooking



















	Toasting marshmallows with  full support moving to less support towards the end of EYFS.
Observe popcorn  popping – supported to hold the long armed popcorn maker.
Full support for all other cooking: tortilla pizzas, crumpet toasting etc
Observe use of Kelly kettle for boiling water.
	Toasting marshmallows with little support.

Support with cooking popcorn.

Observe use of Kelly kettle for boiling water.


	Independent toasting of marshmallows.

Support with cooking popcorn.

Observe use of Kelly kettle for boiling water – use the water to make hot drink – with support.
	Toasting bread and marshmallows.

Design and make a pizza (link to DT)
	Toast/cook food on a fire

Support with keeping the campfire going.
	Toast/cook food on a fire

Support with keeping the campfire going.
	Make a 3-course meal on the campfire.

	Shelter building


















	Introduction to shelter building. Use of a variety of materials and pegs. Picture prompts to support ideas.

Mini den building for animals.




















	Independent shelter building with resources such as tarps and pegs with the introduction of paracord for tying.

Independent mini den building for animals – begin to introduce tripod structure.

Questioning what worked well.
	Independent tripod structures for dens.

Introduction of lean to shelters.

Begin to use paracord to secure tarpaulins when building shelters.

Questioning how could they improve their structures.
	Independent construction of lean to shelters.

Create shelters from tarps and independent knot tying.

Compare and evaluate the shelters

	Design and build shelters using tarpaulin and materials found in a woodland.

Work successfully as a group, having considered and evaluated each
members’ contributions.

Compare and evaluate the shelters
	Create a tipi shelter with camouflage.

Work successfully as a group.

Compare and evaluate the shelters.
	Shelter building challenge – working in teams the children plan, build and evaluate their shelters (recap the different ways to build shelters)

Work successfully as a group.

Compare and evaluate the shelters.

	Tools
	Introduction to tools:
peelers hammers mallets trowels forks
Wheel drill
Bow saw (1:1)  Full support from L3 leader.














	Continuation of the use of basic tools (cutting of string, peeler for whittling)

Bow saw to cut discs (1:2 using pull, pull method).
	Continuation of the use of basic tools, larger ropes and independent cutting of string/rope

Use of bow saw 1- 1 to cut discs and peelers for whittling.
	In Key Stage 2 children will develop their skills when using a range of tools.
Tools will only be  used when the children are physically, mentally and socially ready to do so.
Children’s ability to use tools will develop at different ages

This is to include but not limited to:

Bow saw 
Whittling knives 
Secateurs 
Loppers
Palm drill
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	In Key Stage 2 children will develop their skills when using a range of tools.
Tools will only be  used when the children are physically, mentally and socially ready to do so.
Children’s ability to use tools will develop at different ages
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Secateurs 
Loppers
Palm drill

	Knots
	introduction to basic knots – shoe tying

Reef knot
	Independent simple knot tying


Half hitch knot
	More sophisticated use of knots for attaching to structures and trees


Clove hitch, square lashing  and techniques to make frames
	Lashing and frapping frames and dual structures

Timber hitch
	More sophisticated   knots for attaching to structures and trees.

Independent use of lashing and other techniques
	More complex knots and selecting the correct knot for a job
	More complex knots and selecting the correct knot for a job
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