Consultation on Enhanced Learning Provision for Leadgate Primary Schools

We are proposing to make changes to our school to provide Enhanced Learning Provision and we want your views on the proposal to include extra support for children and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) (known as Enhanced Learning Provision (ELP) status).
Background
Durham County Council have a duty to keep their special education provision under review and make sure that there is the right type of provision and enough places to meet the needs of children and young people with SEND.
Their vision for children and young people with SEND is the same as it is for all children and young people in County Durham: that they are safe and part of their community, have the best start in life, have good physical and mental health, and gain the education, skills and experiences to prepare them for adulthood.
They know that more children and young people are being identified as having special educational needs in County Durham and they expect this increase to continue. They need to make sure that they have the right type of education, in the right place, to meet their needs.
They have previously carried out consultations on their SEND Strategic Plan in 2019 and 2020 about ensuring more, higher level, specialist support for children and young people with SEND, in a mainstream school (Targeted Mainstream Provision).
What we are proposing
Leadgate Primary School is wanting to include Enhanced Learning Provision in their school. They want your views on these proposals to provide extra support for children and young people with SEND.
Leadgate Primary Proposal
Leadgate Primary School aims to provide young people in their community with the high quality provision, resources and support they need to succeed and thrive in a local mainstream school. We intend to specialise in supporting pupils who face challenges with social communication and interaction as their primary area of need. The school culture and the fundamental principles reflect the promotion of inclusive communities by working together, communicating positively with a commitment to working collaboratively to overcome challenges. Through the Enhanced Provision, our school will:
· develop a social and academic curriculum that equips pupils with life skills that enable them to succeed in the wider world
· develop a curriculum that develops pupils' independence, self-confidence and promotes positive attitudes towards learning
· develop a purposeful nurturing learning environment built on mutual respect and a shared positive attitude encouraging pupils to become resilient individuals
· develop opportunities for pupils to discover their own health needs and how to live an active, healthy lifestyle
· provide rich learning opportunities to enable pupils to learn fundamental reading, writing and maths skills that are usable in real life situations such as shopping, economics and self-care
· remove barriers to learning ensuring pupils make progress from their own starting points, have good social and emotional health and be prepared for the next steps in their education
· provide the best educational opportunities tailored to individual needs so that all children can achieve the best outcome
· offer high quality provision that meets pupils' individual needs and enables them to thrive whilst attending a local school so they can make friends and be part of their local community
· develop opportunities for increased parental engagement within the school community
Our school will establish a low arousal, low stimulus environment with a highly structured and predicable routine to support the unique pattern of thinking and social behaviour of children with social and communication needs face. We will create a nurture base that provides children with their own entrance, space, and fully accessible toilets, which will remove additional transitional anxiety. Access to designated toilets and cloakroom will remove barriers for children enabling them to meet their own intimate care needs. Working in partnership with parents to understand and facilitate the meeting of needs will be undertaken at every opportunity.
When would it start
[bookmark: _GoBack]Places will be offered at the school from January 24 onwards.
The expected impact
This proposal will allow children with complex needs in the local area to access a high quality provision nearer to home, reducing pressure on special school placements and transport budgets. It will bring with it significant additional benefits in allowing these young people to remain part of their local community life, and make access and involvement for parents and carers easier. It will allow a wide range of typical school experiences for these young people, while also being able to provide more specialist provision than is typically found in a mainstream setting.
Teachers will be able to more fully adapt the curriculum on offer and extend the experiences possible through creating a continuous provision. This will include increased opportunities for pupils to gain the skills they need to prepare them for adulthood through providing a creative curriculum developed to meet the needs of the individual pupils.
Have your say
We are asking you for your views on our proposals, specifically:
· parents, carers and young people
· school staff, governors and other education professionals
· local council staff
· online survey for Enhanced Learning Provision consultation
· contact us for a paper copy of the survey or an alternative format
The closing date for comments is 5.00pm on Thursday 26th October 2023.
What happens next
Once the consultation has closed, we will review all of the responses and create a report with recommendations. Should the report recommend that the proposals are approved, we will then make the necessary arrangements to officially change the status of the school.

